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lax they might be in their private ventures.
They were, in a fashion, men of faith, moreover,
and in their most questionable transactions
invoked divine aid. The emulation that the
adventures of Drake and others inspired was
of great advantage to England's commercial
development. Every port had its gallant " sea
dogs " eager for adventure and pay, and the
English flag was seen flying in seas where
Englishmen had never before penetrated. The
English became the most daring seamen in the
world, soon surpassing those of Spain, and when
it came to a trial of strength between the navies
of the two countries, and Philip's Armada bore
down upon England in proud assurance of
victory, the result was such as to completely
deprive Spain of her naval supremacy. When
176 English ships, with 14,992 Englishmen,
overcame the vastly superior forces of the In-
vincible Armada, there was no further question
as to the country to which the command of the
sea belonged.

The world was now all before the English
trader " where to choose/' and merchant com-
panies and private ventures grew apace. It
was after Drake's return in 1580 from his three
years' voyage that the company was formed
for trading " beyond the equinoctial line"
which was a few years later incorporated by
Elizabeth as the East India Company. From
these beginnings sprang our Indian Empire
and the American Colonies, while trading routes
were established between England and all the
commercial nations of the world.

The  social  embarrassment   and  discontent